
Welcome Aboard 
Your Financial Flight

The Sky is not the Limit!

Your Pilot today:  Anthony Thomas

Destination: NSLDHH Workshop @ FSDB 2025



Pre-Flight Checklist: 
Agenda

Flight Plan for Today:

• Pilot’s Personal Beliefs

• Disclaimer 

• Recognizing Multiple Routes to Financial 
Success

• Why Financial Success ≠ Self-Worth

• Always Give 10 % 

• Bad Weather: Credit Cards

• Power of Compound Interest

• Your 3 Financial Fuel Tanks (Buckets)
1. Emergency Fund Bucket
2. Retirement Savings Bucket
3. Investing Bucket Growing a Legacy 



Meet Your Pilot: My Financial Beliefs

Destination: 

Land smoothly at retirement island with zero debt, a full tank of joy, and cargo full of 

investments.

• Car loans? NOT in retirement.
• Student loans? Pay off early!
• Home loans? Pay down faster!
• Live debt free and owe nothing to anyone!
• Save for emergencies 
• Save for bigger purchases and pay cash
• Save for retirement 
• Save for your kids’ flight into the future
• The sky isn’t the limit—dream big, Invest



Disclaimer: No Smoking

Disclaimer: I am not selling anything, this workshop was developed out of a passion for 

numbers and a belief that if I help enough people get what they want in life, I too deserve 

to get what I want in life……Which is to help people. 

My suggestions in this workshop are based on my own research, trial and error and 

personal experience, your results may vary. 



A. United

B. Southwest

C. American

D. Delta

E. Car

F. Other

Moral of the story: There are many routes to the same destination.

How did you arrive to FSDB?



Multiple Routes to Financial Success

Just like your flight/drive here, 

suggestions in this workshop, 

is only one route to success, 

there are many ways to arrive 

to financial success. 



Why Financial Success ≠ Self-Worth

Financial Success does not make 
you a better person. 

The goal is not to be greedy, it is to 
give. 

Stewardship with Money: Being a 
good steward of your money, 
managing it well and leaving a 

legacy for your family.



Always give 10% 



Turbulence Alert: Credit Cards

• Debt Accumulation

• High Interest Rates: APR 21–23%

• It Promotes Overuse and Impulse 
Buying

• If you carry high balances, and if 
you do not make consistent on-time 
payments, your score will suffer.



Engine Power: 
Compound 

Interest
• Ben invests $200 a month 

for 9 years starting at age 
21.

• Joey invest $200 a month 
for 37 years. Starting at 
age 30.

• By the time they reach age 
67.

• Ben still made almost 
double what Joey made. 

Source: Ramsey solutions, link in 
the notes 



3 Fuel Tanks (Buckets) 

1.  Emergency Fund Bucket

2.  Retirement Savings 
Bucket

3.  Investing Bucket Growing 
a Legacy



1st Bucket: Emergency Fund 

• 3-6 months of expenses in Savings.

•  $1,000 in brick-and-mortar bank. 

• Rest in an online FDIC insured 
bank.

• Online banks tend to offer higher 
interest rates.

• Better self control, not to spend it 
if not the same place as your 
normal bank.



High Yield Savings Accounts

• Rates from 3.5% to 3.9%

• Any online bank will work, as long as you make sure 
they are Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(FDIC).

• Insurance limit is $250,000 



 

A.  It is an emergency; it is a 20% off, I must buy it!

B.  I wish I planned better, maybe they will have another sale 

later.

C.  Sell your plane ticket home from NSLDHH and buy it!

D.  Ask your boss for a raise. 

Your favorite store is having a 20% off sale on that new (insert 
want here). You do not have any money left this month in 
your budget. What do you do? 



2nd Bucket: 
Retirement

• 15% of your income 

• Pensions 

• 401(k)/ IRA

• Roth 401K / Roth IRA

• Hourly vs. Benefits 
“Fringe” 



Tax Advantage Retirement Options 

401(k) 

• Tax Deferred

• Pay Tax with 
Withdraw

• Employer 
Offered 

•  401k is a line 
on the tax 
code

IRA
 

• Tax Deferred 
• Pay Tax with 

Withdraw
• Not provide by 

your employer 
• Individual 

Retirement 
Account 

Roth 401K

• After-tax 
contributions

• Tax Free 
Withdraws

• Some 
employers 
provide this 
option

Roth IRA

•  After-tax 
contributions

• Tax Free 
Withdraws

• Individual 
Retirement 
Account 



A.  A top-secret spy gadget that self-destructs when you turn 65.

B.  A magical piggy bank where your money grows while napping, but Uncle Sam waits for 

his turn later. 

C.  A workout routine for your paycheck so it can lift your future dreams 

D.  A teleportation portal to a beach in retirement paradise.

Which of the following best describes a 401(k)-retirement plan?

Correct Answer:
B) A magical piggy bank where your money grows while napping, but Uncle Sam 
waits for his turn later.



3rd Bucket: Investing 

Investing Options:

• Stock Market

• Real Estate

• Your sisters, friends, cousin’s start up

•  Build your own business

•  Buy gold/crypto

• Comic books, Baseball cards

• Go to school, invest in yourself



The Big 3 Online Investment Firms 

Vanguard

• The investors own 
it 

Charles Schwab

• Public Traded 
Company 

Fidelity

• Privately owned a 
family owns it

• All offer same 
services.

• Charge 
different fees. 

• Different 
investment 
approach.

• You pick the 
one you like 
best. 

Vanguard vs. Fidelity vs. Schwab the Big 3



Not ready to fly SOLO?

 

Financial Advisors Must have a CFP* 
Certified Financial Planner (CFP) is a 

professional financial advisor who has 
met rigorous standards of education, 
experience, ethics, and examination, 

making them highly qualified to provide 
comprehensive financial planning 

services.



It’s 1976 and you met this guy with 
a business in his garage, Do you…

A. Invest all your money 

B. Run away as fast as you can

C. Try and get him to come to 
NSLDHH

D. Offer him an Apple 



Flight Manuals: Recommended Reading

• Total Money Make Over by Dave Ramsey

• Baby Steps Millionaires by Dave Ramsey

• The Only Investment Guide You'll Ever Need by Andrew Tobias

• The Intelligent Investor by Benjamin Graham

• Rich Dad Poor Dad by Robert Kiyosaki

• The Millionaire Next Door by Thomas J. Stanley and William D. Danko

• Think and Grow Rich by Napoleon Hill

• The Great Crash of 1929 by John Kenneth Galbraith



Ready for Takeoff??

“The best day to start investing 
was yesterday…

that means the second-best day is 
today.”


