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Inspirational Statements from 
Leaders in Deaf Education 



Dr. Frank Turk  
“Father” of Student Life 

“Any and all student development programs can only 
be as strong as the depth of a predominantly student-
run, student-managed effort with adult support from 

behind, not up front.  
 

Adults are for and with them, 24/7. It is either you are 
with them or you are not at all, 24/7! You Believe in 

them; you Encourage them; you Share with them; and 
you Trust them (BEST).  

 
They need your intergenerational support, 24/7!” 



"In our school classrooms we strengthen basic skills and 
critical thinking--but only in the residential and student 

development programs can we give sustained attention to 
children's social and emotional learning.   Research tells us 
that promoting social and emotional learning is "the missing 

piece" in creating knowledgeable, caring adults.  
 

If each of us gave thought to what makes a successful 
adult we would no doubt focus on social and emotional 
competence and the ability to form relationships, solve 

everyday problems and adapt to the complex demands in 
our lives.  Student Life gives our kids a different way of 

being smart." 

Claire Bugen, Superintendent  
Texas School for the Deaf 

Board of Trustee of Gallaudet University 



"I am glad that there will be a conference addressing 
student development as a vital component of the 

curriculum.   
 

It’s the “unwritten 24/7 curriculum” that supports the 
development of a well-rounded, educated, empathic 
and empowered citizen with knowledge, skills and 

‘street smarts’ to navigate through life.   
 

Consequently, student life personnel are key 
members of the educational team. The advantages 

of co-curricular programs should be made more 
well-known to the public." 

Dr. Roz Rosen, Director  
National Center on Deafness – CSUN  



“The National Association of the Deaf (NAD) is pleased to 
see an opportunity created for professionals to collaborate 

within their colleagues concentrating on student 
development in the K-12 and post secondary environment 

for deaf and hard of hearing students.    
 

The work you do for students outside of the classroom is 
critical to the child’s social and emotional development.  
On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of NAD, I 
salute you and wish the best to those who made the 

conference a reality.” 
  

Chris Wagner, President 
National Association for the Deaf  



“Quality after school programs are 
critical for student development 

and they make schools for the deaf 
all the more non-replicable, viable 
and critical.  And we all must do 

even more to maximize that 
potential!” 

Dr. Ron Stern, Superintendent 
New Mexico School for the Deaf  



“The Student Life Staff at any residential 
school holds the key to higher learning. 

Classroom teachers have limited time with 
students while Student Life staff have 

extended time to teach life skills such as 
critical thinking, problem solving, persistence 

and compassion. These skills will serve 
students well in all areas of their life.” 

Erika Domatti Shadburne, 
Assistant Dean/Professor 

Austin Community College 



Lisa Jacobs 
Director of National & 

Regional Outreach  
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How Many from Each Region? 



Aren’t you all curious how many?! 



How Many?  
•  Flew Here 

•  Rode Train (Amtrak) 

•  Drove Here 

•  Walked Here 

•  Women 

•  Men 

•  Deaf 

•  Hearing 

•  Schools for the Deaf 

 



How Many?  
•  Worked in Student Life:  

•  30+ years 

•  25+ years 

•  20+ years 

•  15+ years 

•  10+ years 

•  5+ years 

•  Less than 5 years 



 
Arlene Gunderson 

Director of the Gallaudet 
University Regional Center – 

Southwest  



How Did We Get Here? 

 

 

• Founded January 12, 2011 at Austin Community College 
in Austin, Texas 

• The center's first request was a call from staff at New 
Mexico School for the Deaf in need of support for 
professional development opportunities for the Dorm 
Administrators & Staff. !

• History Timeline: 1998 - 2006   
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Student Life Organizational Development 
Training!

• Austin, Texas - October 4 - 5, 2011 

•  Exploring establishment and development of a national 
organization or association for Student Life professionals serving 
schools for the deaf’ with an eye towards planning a Student Life 
Institute Conference that will take place in 2012 or 2013  

1. To determine what type of organizational entity is appropriate and identify 
the individuals who should be involved; 

2. To have at least the beginnings of an action plan for establishing the 
organizational entity; and

3. To create an action plan for a Student Life Institute Conference, including 
target population, initial focus and content, and tentative “time and place” 
possibilities.



Student Life Organizational Training 
Participants 

•  Bo Acton, DC 

•  Peter Bailey, MA 

•  Vonnie Basham, NM 

•  Amy Benner, TX 

•  Ethan Bernstein, CA 

•  Jeffrey Bravin, CT 

•  Roddy Cabbage, NM 

•  Steve Farmer, TN 

•  Scott Kramer, CA 

•  John Jordan, AR 

•  Billy Lange, KY 

•  Wilmonda McDevitt, TX 

•  Wilton McMillan, KY 

•  Alan Morton, TX 

•  Deb Skjeveland, IN 

•  Ricky Suiter, MI 

•  Dan Veit, TX 

•  Farley Warshaw, CA 









Organizational Possibilities

• Professional Association 

• Non-Profit Organization 

• Network(s)                   
(Loose or Firm) 

• Conference Based            
or Organization Based 

• Affiliate with an 
Organization  



Dr. Innes' Recommended Identified Strategies!

• Student Life must be 
more than a "value 
added" service 

• Core and indispensable 
component  

• Central to the school's 
mission 



Dr. Jay Innes' Recommended Identified Strategies !

• Enables "Child First" services to  
extend beyond classroom 

• Shapes and extends school's brand 

•  Impact on numbers and data  



Implementation of NSLDHH Logo & Website!



Conference is YOUR 
Opportunity to... 

• Share the celebrations and challenges about  
our school’s student life division. 

• Discuss the organization goals. 

•  Learn and exchange ideas, best practices and 
develop resources. 

• Network with professionals who work in the 
same field. 



“If you are working on something exciting 
that you really care about, you don’t have 

to be pushed. The vision pulls you.” 
Steve Jobs 

Have !
a !

GOOD !
CONFERENCE!!



Bo Acton 
Conference Chair 



Thank You Sponsors!!



Deb Skjeveland 
Organization Chair 

 
Russell O. West  

Organization Assistant Chair 

Keynote Speakers  


